This exhibition will reflect the growth, variety and development of popular muosic by the groups and individuals that
grew up amd/'or lived in the Southend-on-Sea area. From the Rochiord Humdred and along the Thames to Canvey, then
cutting inland to Basildon.

The exhibiiz will consist of manly contemporary photographs - onginals, blow-ups or |
collages. The curator will ultimately be responsible for the selection, creation and pro-
duction of these exhibitz, There will alzo be posters, album sleeves, handbills and other
artwork, As examples, the detachable “mural” from the Shedes sealront colfee har (whene
the Parameirirs st perfommed) stll exists, as do Vdon Sraashall's paintings and deaw
ings, There'll be musical instruments and other relevant arelacts such as a Greenop
banpolele, manufactured at Norton Greenop's banjo factory in Leigh on sea or Chos
Copping s onginal bass amp that went ronnd the world with Procold Sare.

This being a celebmation of music, an appropriste, accompanyving sonmdirack will play
throughout. This will be on =ale a5 a set of C0Vs. A glossy, commemorative book will
also be published. There 1s also Roger Deakin'’s superb television documentary “Sou-
e Kok, which could be screened, as well as the Kursaal Fivers "Ny on the wall®
television programime,

Interiwined with the exhibiiion will be hve performances al vanoos venues throughoot e arca. Mot many «f the
older venues survive but we still have the Kursaal, the Crickerers (still with the same family running it since the
“60=), and there is a possibility the Fier may have a theatre reinstalled by the time the exhibition opens. Also we have
the CIHF s Pavilion and the Paloce Theatre, Who we can gel (o perform will be clearer after some research, Coment
performers shouldn™ be a problem, though how many of the older acts would be happy 10 be invelved is vet 1o be
established.

The exhibition’s start date will be just after the end of the Second World War with the re-opening of The karsaal - and
it"s ballroom, The Kursaal dance oo, argoeed by some (o be the best in the land, is a filiog place (o stan, The job of
providing the mosic was given to Howard Boker, a musical legend at ihe time. Instromental in proowding (he careers
of Vera Lyan, Charlie Knnz, Joe Loss, Norvie Paramonr and Dovothy Squives, ARt he would play just the sod of
music people wanted before the Feuhrer's intermiption but with the
explosion of Rock 'n” Koll in the 30's musical tastes begin to change
P Indeed, Howard brought in local rockers to augment the night's per
Formance, the Colin Dale Combe being one such group,
The Kursaal wis just one of many venues providing muosical enferiain-
ment in our arca, there was also the theatre at the end of the Prer, the
early on home of the Ben Chakiey Chrehesing,

The Birz and Odeon cinemas doubled up as hive act vennes, Ted Heath
avead feix Music al the Ritz aml the Stan Kenton and s Orchestra at the
Odeon are among the many. These venues went on o put on shows

by the rock "n” moll stars of the 30s, them in the 607s, CUiff, Everly
Brothers, The Beatles, Gerry and the Pocemakers, eic., ele. Wesicliff's
Palace Theatre has only pul on musical performers comparatively recently; affer the war it was mainly an ouilet for
legiiimate theatrical productions but bere oo were occasional music shows, The Palace amd Qweerns hotels put on con-
certs, as did many of the pubs. Pubs also housed folk clubs, in their heyday the most nitable were at the Blue Boar, the
Railway and Benfleet’s Hoy and Helmer. There were other live music venues such as the Arfingran Haoll in Chalkwell,
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S opening i 1904 e Chils Pavilioo has been the main vense for beadline mternational mosical performers, And
in Basildon then: wiss the Locarmo, most repowned i the 60 a2 the Oave Clark 575 homee from loane. Then there
were the clubs/bars: The Nightscene, The Shades, The Studio and coming up to date, Club Riga, The Sunrooms and
Chimpery .

There was on occasions, a floating venue. From 1957 1o 63 The Roval Daffodil did *Rock Across the Chaneeel”. The
ship sailed from Sowthend to Bonlogoe jammed packed with Fans, local bamds amd cthers - The Shedows, Gene Vin-
cent and Jerry Lee Lewix being among the guest afisis,

Apart from performers and venuves another aspect of musical creativity is song witing. One of the most prolific hit
composers” of the last century, is Westclifl s own, Geoff Stevens. Geodl has had hits with nof cnly G00AFs groups such
as Mawfred Mann, Herman's Hermidts amd The New Seekers bt international recording stars such as, Elvis Presley,
Frank Stratra, David Soul and Scort Walker, 10 name just a few, Not only did GeofT weoie he alzo produced, discoy-
ered aml managed talent. Most Famously, Dormavean. GeolT also created The New Vouwdeville Band. All these artists will
feature m "Gt s Area’ i the exhibition.

Perer Eden was CGeofl s business partner for several vears. Peter more or less went siraight into the music business
soom after leaving Sowthend an school,

Another worthy 1 this “roll call” 15 Leigh-on-5ea's David Hateld, nod only was e in major local hands {Kursoal
FiversiHogshead ) he bronght over and tour managed top US country acts such &s Arlo Guthrie, Perer Rowan, Flaco
Jiminer, Jime Rooney amd The Juggernanr Siving Band. David also
pan Iz o pecord label, Waderfrons,

To illustrate the potential of this diverse exhibition here's a list
ivaguely chronological), of some of our stars to be commemo-
rabed. Some lost in the mists of time, some still very much in onr
COSCiousness, some al ihe peak of their powers,

Howard Baker, Ben Oakley, The Nancy Mount { Pegov’s
sister) Trio, The Whirlwinds {later, Force Five), The Barvacn-
dag, The Colin Dvile Comtha, The Monotones, Howaron Wells
aied the Marksmen, The Ovicles, The Paramounts, The Plamers,
fan Gregory, The Dave Clarridpe Bond, The Problems, Ofiver

: 2 Benvan, Geoff Stevens, Peter Eden, Vernon Haddock's Jubilee
The Dave Clark 3 a Bastidon’s Locarns, cirea 964§ qoliag. The Dave Mills Band, Graham Bonney, Nookie Soul,
Vivign Stanshall, Ramlin' Les Western (Rayleigh), Procol Harum,
The Fingers, Antoinette, Brownzeling Cottage, Dighy Falrweather, Mickey Jupp, D Feelpood, The Cadets, Kenny
Baxter, Legend, Red & Myra Abbar, Pere Willsher, Yazoo, Depeche Mode, Knrsao! Flvers, Eddie and the Hor Rods,
Deama s Marvels, Bill Legend, The Tukes, David Harfield, The Viears, Idior, The Aliens, The Steve Hooker Band, Witka
Jofnston, Tomahawk, Bob Fich, Pete the Har, Mick Wilsher (New Vande-
wille B L

Fluzs a plethora of Punk Bamlds:

The Machines, The Vandals, The Spuris, The Psvehapaths, Caprain
Strange, Deciballs, The Shocks, The Sveyx, The leons, The School Bullies,
The Bleeding Fules, The Convicted, The KEronstads Uprising, Allegiance

T Mo One, Automn Polson, Burning Tdols, Srax Century, The
Prey, Anorexic Dread, Armiless Teddies, The Leepers, Speedbnll, Grinder,
Stripey Zebras, 86-Mix and Taming the Ourback.

Moving on:

Darielle Dy, Jov Sareey, Sciniillale, Ting Cousing, Powjo’s Stompers,
Hopshead, The Hamsters, Fronk Mead, The Pilchards, Mo Wirtam, Robin
Trower, Alivan Mover, Denize van Chten, Lee Mead, Dave Brange, Jake ShillingfordiMy Life Story, These New Puri-
tans, Seb & Barey Philpor (The Hoosiers ), Pier Talk, The Violers, The Legendary Undertakers, Neill s Children, The
Horrars, The Ugly Guys, Famous Potaroes, Ilegal Eagles, Ruckis Juice an™ Chitlin's, Dirty Fairies, Seasiders, Theo-
retical Girl, Get Cape, Wear Cape, FIY e

el Srepleens, TGS

There are other more spuntous Southend musical connections: Status COue's Francis Rossi is related o our town's ice
cream dynasty amd lan Dury reckons he contracted polio in a Southend swimming poel. Joe Brown was a fireman
on the Southend Fenchurch Street Hailway amd we're sure Helen Mirven must have sung sometinee in her illusirions
career - but mayhe that s stretching things a bit. Even so, she is (o be approached to open this prestigions event,



